Hulstrom K-8
A School for Advanced Academics and Gifted Education
A 21st Century School Empowering Students
to Thrive in Tomorrow’s World
Mission: Hulstrom works together with parents and the community to
empower and nurture gifted and advanced learners to build 21st century
skills through leadership and innovation. With creativity, critical thinking,
communication, inquiry, problem-solving, and collaboration, we foster
global citizens who will make a positive impact on a rapidly changing world.
IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Attendance #720-972-5418
School Office #720-972-5400
School Fax #720-972-5419
Hulstrom Clinic #720-972-5405
Before and After School Enrichment Program (BASE) #720-972-8961
District 12 Administration #720-972-4000

SCHOOL HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday K-8 7:45am – 3:00pm
Wednesday-Early Release K-8 7:45am – 1:45pm
BASE Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday – 6:30am – 7:45am and 3:00 pm – 6:00pm
BASE Wednesday – 1:45pm – 6:00pm
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Academic Program
21st Century Learning
Mastery of key subjects and 21st century themes is essential to student success. Key subjects
include English, reading or language arts, world languages, arts, mathematics, economics,
science, geography, history, government and civics.
In addition, schools must promote an understanding of academic content at much higher levels
by weaving 21st century interdisciplinary themes into key subjects:
• Global Awareness
• Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy
• Civic Literacy
• Health Literacy
• Environmental Literacy (P21.org, 2017)
Learning and Innovation Skills
Learning and innovation skills are what separate students who are prepared for an increasingly
complex life and work environments in tomorrow’s world and those who are not. They include:
• Creativity and Innovation
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
• Communication
• Collaboration (P21.org, 2017)
Information, Media and Technology Skills
Today, we live in a technology and media-driven environment, marked by access to an
abundance of information, rapid changes in technology tools and the ability to collaborate and
make individual contributions on an unprecedented scale. Effective citizens and workers must be
able to exhibit a range of functional and critical thinking skills, such as:
• Information Literacy
• Media Literacy
• ICT (Information, Communications and Technology) Literacy (P21.org, 2017)
Life and Career Skills
Today’s students need to develop thinking skills, content knowledge, and social and emotional
competencies to navigate complex life and work environments. P21’s essential Life and Career
Skills include:
• Flexibility and Adaptability
• Initiative and Self-Direction
• Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
• Productivity and Accountability
• Leadership and Responsibility (P21.org, 2017)
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Assessments


A variety of school, district, and state assessments are administered to students over the
course of the year. The purpose of these assessments is to determine student growth and
achievement. School and district assessments are analyzed to determine if students are
making adequate growth towards mastery of the standards by the end of the school year.
State assessments are analyzed to identify any academic trends that need to be addressed
through instructional modifications.

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD)








Students are highly encouraged to come to school with a personal device in a case and
headphones to enhance and support learning.
Students K-2 are encouraged to bring an iPad and students 3-8 should bring a
Chromebook.
Students will use devices daily as tools to support their learning, so it is critical students
have their devices at a school fully charged every day.
If this is a financial concern, please contact Hulstrom administration. We have a limited
amount of school devices that can be utilized during the school day for students.
Camp AllStar is required to be completed at the beginning of each school year. Camp
AllStar includes BYOD registration and the signing user agreements and policies.
All students are required to read and understand the expectations regarding internet safety
and code of conduct. Parents/Guardians must also read and understand the expectations.
More information about the BYOD policy can be found on our website, including
disciplinary actions for the misuse of technology in the building.

Curriculum






New ELA Curriculum: College of William and Mary
This year marks the initial implementation year of the College of William and Mary
(CWM) English Language Arts (ELA) units!
These units are based on the theoretical model of the Integrated Curriculum Model for
Gifted Learners, which includes a process-product dimension, advanced content
dimension, and issues, themes, and concepts dimension.
The units employ the following emphases: meaning based; metacognition; conceptbased; higher order thinking; habits of mind; multiculturalism and globalism; intra- and
inter-disciplinary connections; active learning and problem solving; technology-relevant;
learner outcomes of significance; and authentic assessment.
Depth and Complexity
This year marks our second year integrating Sandra Kaplan’s Depth and Complexity
Icons, or Prompts, into our curriculum and instruction. “The Depth and Complexity
Icons are visual prompts designed to help students go beyond surface level understanding
of a concept and enhance their ability to think critically. These critical thinking tools
help students dig deeper into a concept (depth) and understand that concept with
greater complexity” (envisiongifted.com, 2017).
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There are eleven prompts including language of the discipline, details, patterns, rules,
trends, unanswered questions, ethics, big idea, over time, multiple perspectives, and
across disciplines. These prompts can be employed autonomously or in combination
with other prompts based on the purpose of the lesson as determined by the teacher. Our
goal is to incorporate each prompt throughout a unit with a few prompts emphasized as
the unit focus.
Elementary Curriculum
 English Language Arts (Reading and Writing):
o College of William and Mary English Language Arts Units
o District Units of Studies (Used to supplement as needed)
o Kaplan’s Depth and Complexity Integrated Throughout
 Math:
o Everyday Math 4
o Kaplan’s Depth and Complexity Integrated Throughout
 Science:
o FOSS Kits
o Kaplan’s Depth and Complexity Integrated Throughout
 Social Studies:
o District Units of Studies
o Kaplan’s Depth and Complexity Integrated Throughout
 Social Emotional:
o Second Step Curriculum K-5
Middle School
 English Language Arts (Reading and Writing):
o College of William and Mary English Language Arts Units
o District Units of Studies (Used to supplement as needed)
o Kaplan’s Depth and Complexity Integrated Throughout
 Math:
o Big Ideas Math (6th through 8th grade)
 Science:
o District Units of Studies
o Kaplan’s Depth and Complexity Integrated Throughout
 Social Studies:
o District Units of Studies
o Kaplan’s Depth and Complexity Integrated Throughout

Grading




All grading is standards-based, meaning a “4” exceeds the expectations of a given
standard, a “3” meets the expectations of a given standard, a “2” is approaching the
expectations of a given standard, and “1” is not meeting the expectations of a given
standard.
Content grades are not based on behavior. Scholarly Habits are graded separately.
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Hulstrom K-8 School utilizes the standardized district report card.
Official notification is given at the nine week mark (mid-terms) and at the end of the
eighteen week semester (report card).
Student’s progress will be given by unofficial notification at a minimum nine weeks.
If you have a concern, please contact the teacher, counselor, or an administrator for
assistance.

Homework, Make-Up Work, Incomplete Work










All homework is relevant to what is being taught in class, can be done independently, is
practice, and generally is not new material. An exception to this is a strategy called a
“Flipped Classroom” where students may be reading or watching a video on an new topic
in order to complete a classroom activity or discussion the following day.
All students grades 3-6 will be completing a daily planner to build organization and time
management skills. These planners also serve as daily communication between the
school and families.
Expected homework and nightly reading should fall into the following ranges: (All
homework times are averages. Please keep in mind that depending on your child’s speed
and ability, these times may vary.)
o Kindergarten – 10 minutes per night
o First Grade – 15 minutes per night
o Second Grade – 20 minutes per night
o Third Grade – 30 minutes per night
o Fourth Grade – 40 minutes per night
o Fifth Grade – 50 minutes per night
o K – 3 should include 10 – 15 minutes of read aloud each evening within this time
frame
When students are absent, it is their responsibility to check with the teacher to get the
make-up work. As per Superintendent policy, students have the number of days equal to
the time they are absent, plus a day in order to make up work for full credit. When
absences are excused, students may make up work for full credit.
Classroom teachers will provide make-up work for students after they return from an
extended absence, unless other arrangements are made prior to the extended absence.
Grading practices and homework expectations will be explained in grade level
handbooks.

Interventions




Individual progress is continually monitored through classroom, district, and state
assessments to identify those students who need more or different opportunities to
address areas of weakness or exceptional strength.
Professional Learning Communities (PLC) and Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS)
teams work hand in hand to support student learning.
If concerns arise, please contact your student’s teacher(s).
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Parents Supporting Student Success














Help us support learning for every child every day.
Send your child to school ready to learn.
Make sure your child is healthy, well rested, and has had a good breakfast.
Make sure your child is at school and on time.
Spend time with your child discussing what he/she learned at school.
Develop good study habits at home for completing homework.
Attend school functions and parent/teacher conferences.
Make time regularly for family activities and family conversations.
When possible, volunteer in the classroom (arranged by program or teacher) or at whole
school events.
Develop a positive rapport with school and teacher.
Review work from Wednesday folders each week.
Check the school and classroom website at least weekly for important updates,
homework, and information.

Student Academic Needs
At Hulstrom K- 8, we will:

















Maintain high expectations for all students
Provide differentiated learning or instruction
Provide teacher-directed instruction as well as collaborative group learning
Embed technology in all areas as a tool to enhance learning
Provide instruction designed to encourage higher level thinking
Incorporate the 4 C’s (Collaboration, Creativity, Communication, and Critical Thinking)
into instruction and hold students accountable for using the 4 C’s in assignments and
projects
Hold students accountable for spelling, grammar, and penmanship in written assignments
Provide opportunities for open-ended learning
Promote the appreciation of diversity and cultural understanding
Provide independent study opportunities when appropriate
Target students’ interests, learning styles and special talents
Offer in-depth, interdisciplinary units based on district units of study
Provide opportunities for choice
Provide students with opportunities to operate a faster pace and higher academic level
when appropriate
Address the social and emotional needs of students
Hold students accountable for producing high quality work
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Behavior Expectations and Support
Positive Behavior Supports (PBS)


A year-long project this year will be developing a Multi-Tiered Systems of Support
(MTSS) program to build in positive behavior support. For more information, see MTSS
under the Visitors and Volunteers section.

Discipline





Expectations, rewards, and disciplinary actions are developed for the purpose of allowing
teachers to teach and students to learn in a positive environment with as few interruptions
as possible and to ensure the safety of students.
Students are taught to be responsible for their own conduct and decisions.
District policy and discipline matrix are used and parents are kept informed of
disciplinary action. Each parent should read and become familiar with the “Adams 12
Five Star School Parent Resource Guide” document.
When discipline issues arise in classrooms, teachers are asked to handle minor problems
in the classroom with the student and possibly the parent. Students with a major
discipline problem or repeated minor problems will be sent to the office to speak to an
administrator about their behavior. Please review your program handbook or classroom
rules for your child’s specific program/classroom discipline policy.

Discipline Matrix




Policy references may include only summaries. Please refer to Superintendent Policy
Handbook for exact policy terminology.
Violations include offenses that occur on school grounds, in a school vehicle, in
connection with or at a school activity, or offenses which occur off school grounds and
interfere with the school environment.
View the new district discipline matrix.

Dress Code








Students should dress in a manner that is appropriate, denotes sound reasoning, and is not
distracting at any time. Our intent is to continue to support the concept of free expression
and personality through dress and behavior. However, anything that causes or has the
potential of causing embarrassment, class disruption, derisive, or derogatory comments
not be allowed.
Adams 12 District dress code will apply at all times. (Please refer to Parent Resource
Guide.)
Gym shoes must have non-marking soles and must be worn for PE classes.
Shorts must be worn under skirts.
Shorts should be approximately mid-thigh length.
Halter-tops/spaghetti strap and/or no sleeve tops may not be worn.
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The entire shoulder must be covered.
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS - Flip-flops and heels should not be worn to school;
however, MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS are allowed Flip-flops and heels in school.
Hats may not be worn inside the school building.

Staying After School




Students remaining in the building after school must be under the immediate supervision
of the teacher who is responsible for supervising them.
Teachers who keep a student beyond a 15-minute period after school will inform parents
in advance.
If keeping a child after school beyond 3:00 p.m. is a problem, the teacher and the parent
will work out an alternative solution.

Communication
Communication From the School










The Hulstrom website is filled with information regarding upcoming dates and general
school information.
Wednesday Folders are sent home every Wednesday to keep parents informed of their
child’s progress and other important school items.
o We depend on the students’ integrity to take all the work home to show the
parents. The purpose of the Wednesday folder is also for parents to have
constructive conversations with the student about the progress made that week.
Please note the calendar for important dates.
Two parent/teacher conferences are scheduled during the school year. Please try to
attend on your scheduled conference days. If the staff recognizes that a student is “at
risk” of not succeeding at Hulstrom for academic or behavioral reasons, parents will be
asked to attend additional conferences to discuss areas of concerns, create goals to
address those areas in need, and progress monitor those goals over time.
Every teacher sets up an individual system through which they communicate with parents
in an on-going manner. This may include: Wednesday folders, student planners, a
conference/meeting, voice mail or e-mail. Most teachers would prefer a sit down or
phone conference to clarify a specific concern instead of any possible miscommunication
that can occur through e-mail. In addition, the majority of important information related
to your child’s education can be found on the class website. Teachers will be updating
their websites weekly with homework and important notices. Please make it a priority to
review the class website on at least a weekly basis.
The PTA sends home a monthly newsletter as well as holds monthly meetings.
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Communication with the School






Please contact the teacher directly to create an appointment or contact the office to make
an appointment with administrators.
Communicating Issues/Conflict Resolution:
o Consider your child’s teacher as the first line of communication. Your child’s
teacher knows your child better than anyone in the school and has specific
information regarding what happens during the school day. If not satisfied after
communicating with the teacher, contact the office to communicate with
administrators.
o When concerns or conflicts arise, it can be a challenge to maintain a positive
relationship throughout the problem-solving process. Please first contact your
child’s teacher early on when a situation arises. This will give us an opportunity
to gather complete and accurate information about the situation and to focus the
solution on what is best for your student. We would like to work together to hear
your concerns and find a viable solution. After working with the teacher, if an
agreeable solution is not determined, do not hesitate to contact either the principal
or assistant principal.
o District Executive Directors are available to be involved in effective resolution of
complaints, concerns, and grievances when parents have exhausted all possible
resolutions with the school.
o Hulstrom’s staff will work with parents to resolve any conflicts that might arise.
We seek an environment that is safe from harassment, intimidation, and
retaliation. Retaliation will not occur against students or family members who
voice concerns. Therefore, all staff, students, and parents are expected to act in a
manner that is respectful and focused on solutions.
o Students, families, and community members can be heard by the Board of
Education when the internal school and district hearing/resolution procedures
have been exhausted.
If you contact a teacher with a concern via phone or email, please allow 48 hours for
him/her to return your communication. If it is an emergency and must be addressed in a
shorter timeframe, please contact the office so a message can be relayed to the teacher.
We also invite you to contact the school counselor for student concerns that you may
want to discuss.

School Operations
Attendance



*Family vacations are strongly discouraged except during school related vacation
time and will be excused only when prearranged with the principal.
*Your child will be withdrawn from school if he/she misses 10 days in a row,
excused or unexcused, unless communication is made directly to the principal.
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At 7:45 a.m. the first bell will ring and students will report directly to their classroom.
The tardy bell rings at 7:50 a.m. Students arriving after the 7:50 bell or later are tardy and
must report to the office for a pass.
Students who have definite signs of colds, communicable illnesses or other illnesses (e.g.
fever) should not be sent to school. If your child is diagnosed as having communicable
infections, please notify the school nurse as soon as possible. These include strep
infection, pink eye, measles, mumps, mono, chicken pox, head lice and scabies. Students
must be free of symptoms for 24 hours before returning to school.
Students are given make up work upon their return from absence. As per Superintendent
policy, students have the number of days equal to the time they are absent, plus a day in
order to make up work for full credit. When absences are excused, students may make up
work for full credit. Missed work due to vacations will be given to students after they
return from vacation.
Medical and dental appointments should be scheduled outside school hours. If possible,
please try to schedule appointments early in the morning or later in the afternoon. Refer
to the school calendar for scheduled days off to schedule routine medical appointments.
Attendance Procedures:
o The classroom teacher maintains a daily attendance record and reports attendance
to the main office.
o Students are considered tardy if they are not in the classroom when the 7:50 bell
rings.
o If the absences are excused (Adams 12 School District Superintendent Policy
Code 5113, Section 2.4) and the absences are not negatively affecting the
student’s academics, close monitoring will take place. If a plan is needed, the
counselor or school administration will contact the parent, guardian, or legal
custodian and a conference will be scheduled.
o Chronic absences, even if excused, as well as unexcused absences are now
required to be reported to the Colorado Department of Education.
o If the plan is not adhered to, magnet enrollment will be terminated, and one of the
following may be contacted:
 Social Services (Under 10 years old possible education neglect)
 Adams County Court (over 10 years old)
 District Hearing Office (in district family involvement)

Before and After School Program (BASE)



BASE is a licensed program by the Colorado Department of Social Socials offered to
children in kindergarten through 8th grade. Please call 720-972-8961 or e-mail
Cassie.Jones@adams12.org for more information.
For more information about the BASE program including how to register with our
program please visit the Hulstrom website under the BASE Menu in the sidebar.
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Inclement Weather







When inclement weather occurs, school may be closed or have a delayed start. Please
see more information regarding both of these options on the district website.
Adams 12 Five Star Schools’ Communication Office will notify all major radio and
television stations of school closures. Please do not call the school office. Listen to a
radio or television station for up-to-date information. If schools are released early, an
announcement will be made at least one hour prior to early release. In the event of school
closing early, all students must be signed out at the main office.
Indoor recess will be held if:
o Snow, rain, sleet or hail is falling
o Lightning is occurring
o Temperature with wind-chill is 20 degrees or less
o Playground conditions are poor (mud, snow, ice, or standing water)
We have two Hulstrom banners which will be affixed near the north and south entrances
on Cold/Bad Weather Days. When these banners are out, parents will know students will
enter the building through the front instead of going to the classroom doors. Please
know, even if it is cold, students should come to school prepared to go outside for
recess. During the colder months, they should bring warm coats, mittens or gloves, head
covering and waterproof footwear. Please mark all items with your child’s name.

Intramural Sports and Extra-Curricular Activities


Hulstrom provides a variety of physical and intellectual before and after school
enrichment activities for our students. At the beginning of each quarter, a listing of
Hulstrom enrichment opportunities for that quarter will be sent home in your student’s
Wednesday folder. You may then enroll your child in an activity that sparks his/her
interest.

Lunch General Information





All students are assigned a lunch number and they need to memorize this number.
Students may purchase lunch or bring a lunch from home. Milk and water is available
for purchase for students who prefer to bring their own lunch.
Students will have recess prior to lunch.
Please see the website or contact the kitchen manager at 720-972-5413 with questions
about lunch.

Safety


Hulstrom provides a safe school environment that is free from discrimination or
harassment in relation to race, color, sex, religion/creed, national origin, marital status,
sexual orientation, and disability. Please report any instances or issues to staff members
as soon as possible.
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Ensure all information is kept up-to-date in the office so you can be quickly contacted
as needed.
All visitors must enter through the front doors and check in at the office. Identification is
required for all visitors entering the school or picking up a child.
All visitors and volunteers must wear badges or stickers for all staff to view.
All students arriving late or being checked out early must come through the main office.
If someone else is picking up your child from school during school hours, complete the
following steps:
o Fill out a pick-up authorization form in the front office;
o Send a note and call the office to communicate the following information:
 The name of the person authorized to pick up your child
 The reason they will be picking up your child (for attendance purposes)
 The time he or she will be arriving to pick up your child
 Whether the child will be returning to school that day
o Identification will be required from the person authorized to pick up your
child.
In the event of a crisis, the school’s comprehensive crisis plan will be utilized.
o In the event of a Lock Out, no one will be allowed to enter or exit the school. All
other business within the building remains unaffected.
o In the event of a Lock Down, all students, staff, and visitors will go to a safe
place, preferably behind a locked door, turn the lights off, hide out of sight from
internal windows, and wait for instructions from law enforcement or
administrators.
o For further information on Lock Out, Lock Down, and other crisis procedures,
please see the Assistant Principal.
Under District Policy 2.1.5, our district and school has a Community Use Policy that
ensures that there is internal and external access for students, their families, and
community members. The utilization of our building is arranged through the Department
of Community Usage.

Student Drop Off and Pick Up







Students should arrive at school no earlier than 7:35 a.m. Students arriving prior to this
time will be brought into the office and parents will be notified by administration as this
puts the students at risk.
Parents may use the bus lane for drop off only and should not exit the car while in the bus
lane at any time.
If you wish to park, parents and visitors are invited to park in the available non-assigned
parking spots when space is available. If there is not space, parents must park on the
street. Under no circumstances should parents and visitors create their own parking
spots.
Once dropped off, elementary students will wait by their classroom doors in the place
designated by their teacher.
Upon arrival, middle school students will wait by the north entrance on the east side of
the building.
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The hug and go lane is intended to be used in the morning as a hug and go lane. Please
pull your vehicle as far forward as possible and have your child ready to exit the vehicle
as quickly as possible.
Please refrain from using your cell phone during drop off and pick up. Speaking on your
cell phone during this time puts students, staff, and the community at risk.
In the afternoon, vehicles need to pull all the way forward in the hug and go lane.
Drivers should not exit the vehicle at any time.
All cars must exit the parking lot and turn right onto Wyco Drive.
It is highly suggested that all vehicles turn right onto 115th to keep traffic flowing
smoothly.

Visitors and Volunteers







State Statute 18-9-109 requires all visitors and volunteers to check in at the main office.
You will receive a “VISITOR” OR “VOLUNTEER” sticker badge to wear in place
where staff can easily view the sticker badge while you are in the school.
Make an appointment to visit the classroom or speak with the teacher. This includes
times before and after school. Upon arrival, check in at the window in the main office
and the teacher will be contacted.
Students other than currently enrolled at Hulstrom K-8 are not allowed to visit
classrooms.
Classroom parent volunteers (who volunteer on a weekly basis) will be asked to attend a
volunteer orientation provided through PTA prior to volunteering in the classroom.
All visitors and volunteers will be required to have their license run through the Raptor
system. The purpose of this screening is to rule out any sex offenders from having
contact with the students.
Opportunities to be involved:
o Contact PTA and view newsletters for a variety of opportunities
o PTA – Hulstrom
 Purpose: Parent organization that meets on a monthly basis with a variety
of interesting topics, bylaws, fundraisers, etc.
 Meeting Place: Hulstrom Cafeteria
 See Hulstrom calendar at hulstrom.adams12.org for dates and times.
o Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) Team
 Purpose: “In Colorado, a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) is
defined as: a prevention based framework of team-driven data-based
problem solving for improving the outcomes of every student through
family, school, and community partnering and a layered continuum of
evidence-based practices applied at the classroom, school, district, region,
and state level” (Colorado Department of Education, 2016). For more
information visit https://www.cde.state.co.us/mtss.
 Meeting Place: To be determined
 Contact the office if you are interested in being a part of the MTSS Team.
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Middle School
Content Teachers
MATH

SCIENCE

Ms. Jenn Congedo (6th)
email: jennifer.congedo@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-8999

Ms. Jenn Congedo (6th, 8th)
email: jennifer.congedo@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-8999

Ms. Lara Lepie (6th, 7th, 8th)
email: lep012016@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-5410

Mrs. Jenny Kettler (6th, 7th)
email:ket019709@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-6192

Mrs. Angela Newberry (6th, 7th, 8th)
email: angela.c.newberry@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-8996

Mrs. Allison Dopler (6th)
email:dop019045@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-8996

LANGUAGE ARTS

SOCIAL STUDIES

Mrs. Allison Dopler (6th)
email:dop019045@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-8996

Mrs. Allison Dopler (6th)
email:dop019045@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-8996

Mrs. Lisa Henkel (6th, 7th)
email: lisa.henkel@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-5400

Mr. Zach Hill (6th, 7th)
email: zach.hill@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-8994

Mrs. Kim Stromberg (6th, 8th)
email: kim.stromberg@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-8998

Mrs. Rachel Brakel (6th, 8th)
email: rachel.brakel@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-8997
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Elective Teachers
ART

MUSIC

Mr. Henry Hedberg
email:hed001862@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-8979

Mr. Samson Robles
email:samson.c.robles@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-6227

Mrs. Angela Wendlowsky
email:wen015448@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-5407

Mrs. Kirsten Tagestad
email:kirsten.l.tagestad@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-6228

P.E.

TECHNOLOGY

Mrs. Kelsey Cable
email:kelsey.j.cable@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-8960

Mrs. Christina Espino
email:christina.espino@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-8971

Mr. Mike Monley
email:michael.monley@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-3875

SPANISH
Mrs. Stacy Cialone (7th, 8th)
email:mun021737@adams12.org
phone: 720-972-8993

Core Class Information


Check the course syllabus, your student’s planner, and classroom teacher page on the
Hulstrom website.

Teacher Contact Information




Hulstrom teachers can be contacted through Adams 12 district e-mail and have extensions
within the school.
A parent/guardian may reach the teachers via the e-mail addresses (preferred) and
telephone numbers listed on the Hulstrom website at hulstrom.adams12.org under the
“About” section and “Staff Directory” tab.
Teachers will update their respective class pages weekly (at minimum).

Counselor Information



Our school counselor works with students in grades 5 through 8 on academic, personal,
social, and career-related issues. Please call the main office at 720-972-5400 to reach our
school counselor.
Kate Marian, our school psychologist, works to support students academically, socially,
emotionally, and behaviorally. She can be reached at 720-972-5400 or at
mar020301@adams12.org.
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Parental Support


Hulstrom and the middle school team are committed to providing a quality level of
instruction for all students. We realize that a vital part of the academic and social growth
of each student starts at home with the guidance of parents. In order to ensure the success
of all students, we ask that parents and teachers maintain open communication throughout
the school year. In addition, we ask that parents and their student consider the following
middle school expectations as a guideline for success at Hulstrom.



Importance of School Success
 Encourage your child to do his/her best at school.
 Model achievement--be an achiever yourself, but also share with your children,
realistic and positive views of achievement.
 Support and celebrate your student’s successes in academics, behavior, attendance,
extracurricular activities, athletics, etc.



Focus on Academic Success
 Support a variety of academic enrichment activities.
 Set a consistent time and place for homework to be completed.
 Ensure your child has the needed materials for routine schoolwork and special
projects. If required supplies are unavailable, please contact the teacher with your
concerns.
 Keep updated about what your child is learning through the review of his/her
student planner, teacher pages, the Hulstrom website, and periodic newsletters and
announcements sent home from Hulstrom.



Building Responsibility and Respect
 Encourage your child to have a healthy routine of eating, sleeping, and exercise at
home.
 Encourage your child to find a healthy balance between academics, extra-curricular
activities, and family activities.
 Ensure that your child attends school every day.
 Stay apprised of the school activities in which your child may participate. Middle
school is an important time for both academic and social development. Encourage
and support your child’s involvement in extra-curricular activities if possible.
 Encourage your child to have respect for self and others, to understand the value of
hard work, to take personal responsibility for their learning and actions, and be a
self-advocate while in middle school (and beyond).
 Read and discuss the code of conduct in the Hulstrom Handbook/Calendar. With
your child, discuss that there are specific consequences (both positive and negative)
for choices they make at school.
 Monitor the media that your student is viewing, listening to, or participating in
including television, music, email, IM, video games, etc. In the “age of
technology” students have a wealth of information at their fingertips, and a variety
of ways to use this technology both in a positive or a negative manner. Work with
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your child to make informed decisions on how and when he/she uses these
technology tools.

Communicating with the School


We encourage you to contact us when you have a question. We will respond as soon as
possible and within 2 school days, except in special circumstances. Please keep in mind,
our middle school teachers work with 100+ students a day. The following suggestions will
help ensure the success of your student at Hulstrom in the Middle School Program:








Communicate regularly with your child's teacher(s). Contact them to discuss
concerns or to celebrate success.
Monitor the Infinite Campus Open Gradebook for updates on your child’s progress
and current grades.
Attend school events and activities to support your student and the Hulstrom
community.
Attend parent-teacher conferences (see conference information for more specifics).
Listen to your child's concerns about school. Encourage self-advocacy from your
child. If your student needs support with their concerns, act upon these concerns
in a helpful, supportive way.
When possible, volunteer to help at the school or with a class or school project or
function.

Assignment Policies and Expectations






Assignments play an integral role in the academic development of your student. Each
student will have a variety of work each day from both core and elective teachers. You
have chosen Hulstrom because it is an academically rigorous program. Students should
generally expect to have 60-90 minutes of work each night, which includes 30 minutes of
daily, independent reading (please note: if your student is regularly and routinely
spending more than 90 minutes a night on homework, please contact your student’s
teachers). Students will record assignments in their individual planners, whether
traditional or electronic, during class each day. If work is not assigned in a particular class,
students are expected to record “NONE”.
Students in grades 6-8 will have various amounts of work to be completed at home. This
amount will be greatly influenced by the student’s utilization of in-class work-time and
study hall time (when offered), individual strengths and challenges, student attitudes and
routines, as well as short and long-term planning for special projects and activities.
It is imperative that students and parents understand that a key part of the social
development of our students is the participation in extracurricular activities. However, it
needs to be noted that students are not exempt from assignment requirements or classroom
expectations due to involvement in extracurricular activities.
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Late/Missing Work







Low grades are nearly always caused by students not completing assigned work or not
meeting the proficiency standard on specific assessments.
Specific requirements for formative and summative work and assessments can be found on
each middle school teacher’s individual class syllabi which are handed out at the start of
the school year, and are posted on the individual teacher pages.
Due to standards-based grading, students are not penalized for late practice work, but ARE
expected to complete it. Some assignments, such as a summative assessment or a long term
assignment, may not be accepted late.
It is helpful to check IC weekly to keep track of what has been received by the teacher.

Attendance and Tardies








Hulstrom strives for excellence in academic achievement. This is accomplished through
regular attendance at our school. If your student will be absent on a school day, please
notify the office by calling the attendance line listed in the contact list at the front of your
handbook.
District policy states that a student will receive the number of school days absent plus one
additional day to submit work for full credit. This applies to EXCUSED absences only
and the late policy will apply after this time. It is a student’s responsibility to find out what
work was missed and to turn it in by the due day. If make-up work is not submitted by
3:00 pm on the day it is due, it is now late.
Long-term absences must be approved by the Hulstrom administration. After discussing
the absence with the administration, please notify the Middle School Team. Hulstrom
policy states that make-up work will be obtained AFTER the student returns from the
absence.
Please note some changes from students’ K-5 attendance policies. Students in grades 6-8
are expected to be in their first hour class, their classroom supplies, when the tardy bell
rings. Students must arrive at school with enough time to go to their lockers before first
hour, as they are NOT allowed to carry their backpacks/bags/lunches/etc. to class.

Absences








Students who are absent at Hulstrom are held to the district and school standards for
absences and make-up work.
It is the student’s responsibility to get his/her missing assignments when returning from
an absence. First, students may check the teacher pages to get missing class work and
assignments. Next, students may ask their teacher(s) for clarification on make-up
assignments as necessary.
If a student is absent from school for three or more days, parents may request homework
from the middle school team by emailing the teacher. The team will have work ready for
you in the front office at 3:15 pm on the day following the request.
Please note that teachers will not gather books and supplies from student lockers.
If a student needs supplies from his/her locker during an absence, a parent will need to
check-in at the front office and personally gather the needed supplies from the student’s
locker.
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Communication








Please keep in mind that as middle school students, it is ultimately the students’
responsibility to know how they are doing in class, what work they may be missing, and
to be the primary person responsible for communication between home and school.
School notices and newsletters, Hulstrom PTA newsletters, and other information and
important events are listed on the Hulstrom website, and teachers maintain/update an
individual class page as well.
Individual classroom pages are maintained by each classroom teacher and reflect
announcements for their specific classes and assignments. They are located under the
directory of teachers on the Hulstrom website at hulstrom.adams12.org.
We encourage you to contact us when you have a question/concern. We will respond as
soon as possible and within 2 school days, except in special circumstances.

Student Planner






All students will be asked to record information in their individual planner each day. It is
a student’s responsibility to keep his/her planner updated.
Core academic subjects should contain daily information.
If no assignments are assigned in a particular class, students are expected to record
“NONE” for that subject. If you have questions about assignments, due dates, or anything
else, please look first in your student’s planner or teacher class page at
hulstrom.adams12.org.
Hulstrom 6th graders are required to use the Hulstrom school planner. 7th and 8th
graders may choose their own digital or paper planner.

Conferences


At Hulstrom, we value open communication with our families. Regular parent-teacher
conferences are an integral part of this communication process at Hulstrom. Time is set
aside for scheduled conferences twice a year. Families will need to schedule a time to meet
with their student’s teachers in the fall and again in the spring. At-risk conferences are
held on an as-needed basis, and your student’s teacher will contact you if one needs to be
scheduled.



Questions/Conferences Via E-Mail
o E-mail is often the most convenient way to get in touch with a teacher, and often
many questions and concerns can be handled quite efficiently this way. When a
question/concern is sent to a teacher that we feel needs to be shared with the rest of
the team, we will copy the rest of the students’ teachers with our response email, or
share the discussion information during our team meetings as appropriate.



Team Request for Parent Conference
o Request for a conference other times outside of the regular conference times may
be made by the team if a student is not making satisfactory progress or for other
individual concerns. These conferences are typically scheduled during team
planning time.
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Parent Request for Team Conference
o While we find that most situations can be resolved via phone or email, parents may
request a conference with a teacher/team if there are concerns that are best handled
in-person. If a conference is mutually agreed upon, at least two of the student’s
core teachers will attend, and all attempts will be made to schedule these meetings
during team planning time.

Grading Policies


The Hulstrom middle school team operates on a standards-based grading system,
including both formative and summative assessments. Please be sure to consult the
individual class syllabus for more specific information regarding proficiency
expectations, rubrics, and grading policies.

Behavior Expectations




Hulstrom students are held to high academic and behavioral expectations. The middle
school team follows an honor code that includes the expectations of being respectful,
responsible, safe, and prepared. Please see the honor code below.
HONOR CODE STATEMENT: I promise that I will not lie, cheat or steal during my
tenure at Hulstrom. I also understand that I am on my honor to perform to the best of my
abilities in the classroom while being prepared, respectful, responsible and safe. I
understand that there will be consequences for violation of this honor code while I am a
student at Hulstrom.

Snacks




Gum, candy, sodas, energy drinks, and coffee are not allowed in the classrooms, hallways,
or lockers due to health and sanitary reasons. We have a NO GUM policy for students at
Hulstrom. Clear water is allowed for students in a water bottle with a tightly closed
lid. Please help us keep our building looking beautiful and our students healthy.
Because of the late lunch hour for many students, healthy snacks may be eaten during one
designated period daily which will be announced at the beginning of the school year.
Students are encouraged to bring healthy items in reusable containers. Fruit, cheese,
pretzels, crackers, etc are good choices for this time.

Student Cell Phones






Student cell phones and other electronic devices must remain in student lockers in the
silent or off position during the school day unless specifically being used for an academic
activity per teacher approval.
When confiscated from a student during the school day, any of these items will be turned
over to the administration.
For a first offense, the student may pick up the phone at the end of the day.
For a second offense, an administrator will notify the parent/guardian that a phone was
taken away from the student and that the parent/guardian may pick up the item from the
office.
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If additional offenses occur, the student will receive a referral due to district Superintendent
Policy.

Enrichment Opportunities
























National Junior Honor Society: “... is one of the nation's premier organizations
established to recognize outstanding middle level students. More than just an honor roll,
NJHS serves to honor those students who have demonstrated excellence in the areas of
Scholarship, Leadership, Service, Character and Citizenship.”
National Junior Art Honor Society: “is designed specifically for middle school and
junior high school students (grades 6-9). ... to inspire and recognize students who have
shown an outstanding ability and interest in art... ”
MathCounts: “A national middle school coaching and competitive mathematics program
that promotes mathematics achievement through a series of fun and engaging ‘bee’ style
contests.”
Student Council (STUCO): “...helps share students' ideas, interests, and concerns with
teachers and school principals. They often also help raise funds for school-wide activities,
including social events, community projects, helping people in need and school reform.”
Intramural Sports: Co-ed soccer, volleyball, basketball, and flag football will be offered
in the mornings. No charge, no uniforms - just some good old-fashioned fun!
Science Fair: “...is an opportunity for students to apply the scientific method to conduct
independent research. The results of each student's research is presented in a school wide
science fair...where the student's efforts are displayed…”
Pi Day: Celebrated March 14th (3.14) the whole school participates in activities related to
Pi; everything from creating a necklace to represent the first 20 digits of Pi to a
memorization contest to see who knows the most digits of Pi, from figuring circumference
divided by diameter to a pie eating contest.
Drama: Open to students in grades 5th through 8th, this after school activity starts in late
December with performance dates in April.
Spelling Bee: Hulstrom sends the three students that have competed and won at the school
level to the District Spelling Bee, which is in February.
NREL: “...car competitions that race solar- and battery-powered model vehicles. Middle
School teams from all around Colorado participate in this fun, educational, and exciting
event every May. Teams work together building cars with guidance from a parent, teacher,
or coach to compete in race and design categories.”
Astronomy Club: This is an opportunity for students to learn about physics and
astronomy concepts and attend field trips to Star Parties and Observatories.
National Geography Bee:...the National Geographic Bee is an annual competition
organized by the National Geographic Society, designed to inspire and reward students'
curiosity about the world. Students in grades four through eight (4-8) compete annually in
National Geographic Bee for a chance to win college scholarships and the glory of being
the National Geographic Bee Champion.
Battle of the Books: ...is a voluntary reading incentive program for students in grades 312. The purpose is simply to encourage students to read good books and have fun while
competing with peers.”
World Affairs Challenge: “...is dedicated to developing tomorrow's global leaders. With
mentoring, education, and competition, WAC facilitates middle-school … passion and
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learning about world affairs. WAC engages youth to solve some of the world's most
pressing problems. WAC students move from awareness to action while learning to think
critically, collaborate, communicate, and grow human capacity.”
World Strides Educational Student Travel: ...with 50 years of experience, World
Strides has partnered with educators to fulfill a simple and powerful mission: to enrich
students’ lives through experiential travel.”
Lighthouse Writers’ Workshop: ...Hulstrom middle school partners with the Writers’
Outreach Program with Lighthouse Writers (the largest non-profit literary arts center in the
Rocky Mountain region) to bring to the middle school a creative writing workshop. Their
Young Writers Program seeks to nurture a love of writing and literature in students through
a dynamic combination of “imagination-firing” exercises and lessons on the craft of
writing.

The Hulstrom middle school team is looking forward to a spectacular school year! Thank you for
your trust and support!
Sincerely,
The Hulstrom Middle School Team
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